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RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th July 2026 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Bradshaw, Gordon , Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke (Chairperson), Smith
Borough Cllrs. Paul Hesketh   Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were twenty members of the public.
1912/26    To receive apologies
NONE

1913/26   Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) to announce the resignation of Cllr Jayne Rear with immediate effect.

Cllr Pryke announced the resignation of Cllr Jayne Rear with immediate effect.

1914/26  To vote on the council Matt Smith, Holmeswood Ward.

It was resolved by the council to vote on Matt Smith. The clerk gave Matt Smith acceptance letter to read out to the public.

1915/26   To approve the Minutes of the Full Council Annual Meeting held on Monday 15th June 2026.

It was resolved by the council to accept the minutes of the full council meeting on Monday 15th June 2026.

1916/26  To receive Declaration of Interest

NONE
1917/26  Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) to introduce Ian Rigby
Ian Ribgy and Cllr Gordon stated WLBC housing plans terminated in April 2027. The council was preparing a new plan within 30 months for implantation. New plan should be implemented late 2029.

The council noted the information.

1918/26  Public Participation 

Ellen Pickavance regarding her email. Could the council consider further equipment for toddlers in Rufford park play area. Could a public working group be established for ideas to be given to the parish council. Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) stated he would chair the group.
The council noted the information.

1919/26  Borough and County Council Participation

Cllr Alison Jones despite various emails has still not attended any parish council meetings.

The council noted the information.

Cllr Paul Hesketh stated with regards to grass verges mowing, he had no information to give to the public when this was going to be done.

Cllr Rick Edwards stated a pavement sweeper was the best equipment for public complaints about recent tarmac chippings on pavements which was due to recent road tarmacking on the A59.

The council noted the information.
1920/26 Planning 

10.1 Consider planning report as circulated by the Lead Member for Planning and approve responses to meet deadlines

It was resolved by the council to support this application.

1921/26 Finance

11.1   Approve expenditures since the previous meeting      

  It was resolved by the council to approve expenditures.                                                                               

1922/26  11.2   Motion to vote on Finance Working Group recommendations from 23rd June 2026 meeting.

It was resolved by the council to vote in the recommendations of the finance working group 23rd June 2026.

1923/26   11.3  Motion to approve the Internal Auditors Accounting Statement for 2025/26

It was resolved by the council to approve the internal auditors accounting statement for AGAR 2025/26
1924/26    11.4  Election costs : Cllr Gordon
Parish Council has recently paid out midterm election costs for Holmeswood ward of approximately 3,400 . Rufford ward has just had a councillor resignation and if 10 electors write in to WLBC electoral office for an election we could have another election with approximate costs of uncontested £1000 or contested of £4000.

May 2027 there will be Parish council Elections across the Borough in conjunction with the new unitary council election so there should be some election cost savings. The Parish Council approximate Costs would be if election is contested, Holmeswood Ward £1500 and Rufford Ward £3000 to £4000.

Motion: To put this matter before the finance working group for them to prepare financial contingency plans to make funds available to cover these costs. 

It was resolved by the council to place this matter before the next  meeting of the finance working group for discussion to prepare financial contingency fund to cover these costs.

1925/26 11.5  Post Office closure at Burscough which effects Rufford Marina P.O. one day / per week. Discuss.

Borough Cllr Rick Edwards wrote to the CEO pf the Post Office requesting further information.

The council noted the information.

1926/26  Highways

12.1   Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) Motion : to accept selected members of the public to sit on the Highways Working Group.

Cllr Matt Smith would be taking over the parish council highways working group with Cllr Bradshaw overseeing the East side of Rufford highways.

It was resolved by the council to note that Cllr Smith would lead the Highways Working group and Cllr Bradshaw to oversee the East highways and to accept selected members of the public to sit on the Highways Working group.

1927/26 12.2 Update on relocation of the bus shelter on Cousins Lane.

Cllr Pickavance stated he has no information from LCC to provide to the parish council on this matter.

1928/26  Recreation Grounds
13.1 Cllr Newsham Motion: to consider a plan or policy in relation to the   external  use of council assets including Rufford Parish Field, Scout Field and Holmeswood Multi-Use Games Area.    

It was resolved by the council to organise a procedure and policy support; this to be discussed by the Finance Working Group.

1929/26  13.2  Update on the reinstallation of goal posts for Rufford park.

Cllr Pickavance stated he would obtain three quotes for new goalposts and installation cost.

1930/26  Motion: To allow West Lancashire Sports partnership to use Rufford Park for composite school relays Tuesday 15th September 2026 1.30pm-5.15pm    

It was resolved by the council to allow West Lancashire  Sports Partnership to use Rufford Park for composite school relays Tuesday 15th September 2026 1.30pm – 5.15pm                                                                                 

 1931/26     Street Scene

14.1  Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) update on statement from Greenbelt regarding tree works at Park Farm that will be completed July 2026 with the exception of any trees with a resident bird’s nest.

The council noted the information.

1932/26   

14.2 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) has written to the Mere Sands Wood management requesting their management plan – as yet with no reply.

The council noted the information and clerk to provide details of the CEO Lancashire Wildlife Trust for Cllr Pryke to contact.

1933/26

14.3 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) discuss action to take regarding Rufford Fisheries litter.

A member of the public Jackie Travers was allowed to speak stating three litter bags have been removed.

The council noted the information.

1934/26 

14.4  Church volunteers for cleaning up the graveyard next to the church hall. What progress has been made? What is the parish council yearly donation being used for?

Cllr Bradshaw would lead these volunteers. The clerk stated Parish Council yearly donation was being used towards grounds maintenance of the church.
It was resolved by the council for Cllr Newsham to place a notice on the council website/Facebook for volunteers.

1935/26

14.5  Cllr Bradshaw (Vice Chairperson)  Motion: to begin a parish council newsletter to be published two times a year (dates to be agreed) and to be delivered to all households in the parish. 

It was resolved by the council to publish a newsletter by Cllr Bradshaw . Possible months would be April and September for public circulation.

1936/26 

14.6   Cllr Bradshaw (Vice Chairperson) Motion: to establish a heritage working group along with associated policy for allowing the involvement of members of the public.

It was resolved by the council for Cllr Bradshaw to set up a heritage working group and include a heritage trail and allow the involvement of members of the public in the working group.

1937/26   Village Society

15.1 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) to read out Lawrence Critchley (Chairperson) Rufford Village Society thank you letter for the council annual grant of £350.00

Cllr Pryke read out the thank you letter from Lawrence Critchley thanking the council for the £350 donation. Also Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) donated his £200.00 annual chairperson allowance to Rufford Village Society.

The information was noted by the council.

1938/26

15.2 Request from the Village Society to convert Scout Field into allotments.

The council noted the information.

1939/26    To receive the Clerk’s report.

With deep regrets the passing of Alan Martland was announced this week. He was a very well-respected and active member of the community.

Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) asked the public and councillors could a minute silence be observed.

1940/26 Rufford Village Society organised a pop-up café and plant stall on Saturday 18th July 2026 at Rufford Church Hall. Could this be a regular event?

The pop-up café organised by the Rufford Village Hall Society raised £400.00

The council congratulated the members of the Rufford Village Hall Society for the £400.00 raised and noted the information.

1941/26   To note the date of the next meeting of the parish council meeting, which is the Full Council Meeting, on MONDAY 21st SEPTEMBER  2026, ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD, 7.00 PM

Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.50 pm
_______________________

Chairperson’s signature and date

